ORDINANCE NO. 457

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF SOUTHMONT, CAMBRIA COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF A PROGRAM TO ASSESS AND COLLECT USER FEES
FOR THE EMPLOYMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY SERVICES FOR MOTOR
VEHICLE ACCIDENTS, FIRES AND EMERGENCY INCIDENTS; PROVIDING
FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, the West Hills Police Department and Volunteer Fire Department
run activity to vehicular accidents and structural fires continues to increase each year
creating increased demands on all operational areas of the police and fire services; and,

WHEREAS, as Borough of Southmont has residential, retail and commercial
activity in the Borough area, and the police and fire departments of the Borough have
implemented various methods to maintain high levels of quality police and fire
emergency services throughout this time of continuing increasing service demands,
resulting in efficient and effective responses to vehicular accidents, structural fires, and

emergency incidents, thereby reducing insurance costs by saving lives and monetary

damages; and,

WHEREAS, increasing historical methods of providing revenues to fully fund
these services for responses to vehicular accidents, structural fires, and emergency

incidents are neither adequate nor fair; and,

WHEREAS, owners and lessees of vehicles and structures insure the risks of

damages to their real and personal properties; and,

WHEREAS, Borough Council desires to implement a fair and equitable

procedure to assess and collect said user fees from those who are using these services.



NOW THEREFORE, Be It Ordained and Enacted by Borough Council of the

Borough of Southmont, and is hereby ordained and enacted as follows:

1.

3.

The West Hills Police Department and the Borough of Southmont Fire
Department shall initiate user fees for the delivery of police and fire
services, personnel, supplies and equipment to the scene of motor vehicle
accidents, structural fires, or emergency incidents. The rates of the user
fees shall be that which is the usual, customary and reasonable (UCR),
which include any services, personnel, supplies and equipment and may

fluctuate based upon the needs of the accident, fire or emergency incident.

The user fees shall be filed to the motor vehicle insurance, commercial or
homeowners’ insurance, representing an add-on cost of claims for
damages of the vehicles, property and/or injuries. The claim(s) shall be
filed with the insurance company of the owner of a vehicle, owner of

property, lessee or party responsible for the emergency incident(s).

The West Hills Police Chief and the Borough of Southmont Fire

Department Administration may make reasonable rules and regulations, from time to

time, and can amend, revoke or add such rules and regulations, not inconsistent with the

intent of this ordinance, as each may determine necessary or expedient for the respective

department he heads in regard to the billing and collection of user fees authorized herein,

including the use of independent private collection agencies.



All amounts collected as a result of this ordinance shall be placed in two
separate accounts: one for the police user fees under the control of
Borough Council and one for fire user fees, under the control of the duly
elected officers of the fire company, to be used exclusively for the

personnel, supplies and equipment of each respective department.

Annual reports, subject to audit at the discretion of Borough Council due
by January 31 of the subsequent year, shall be rendered to the Borough
Council setting forth, in detail, the revenues and expenditures attributed to

such accounts.

This ordinance shall be effective five days after enactment.



